Join us each month as we
explore this fascinating hobby
we call astronomy!

Our mestings offer you the
opportunity to meet other
amateur astronomers, share your
experiences, get advice and
discuss opportunities to get
together and view some of the
wonders nature has to
offer each month.

October Presentation

Bruce Mues will be giving a
brief presentation on the
Meade DSI Pro with Autostar
Suite software CCD Camera.
He will be giving an overview
of hisinitial thoughts of the
software as well as any
successg/failure stories he may
have. There will be hands on
discussion of the software and
what it takesto get it up and
running for the first time user.

PANHANDLE ASTRONOMY CLUB
MEETING MINUTES

The September meeting was held on the 11th at the Gering Public Library. The meeting was
called to order at 7:05 by Bruce Mues. Members were present: Bruce Mues, Jon Smith,
John Escamilla, Zach Mues, Amanda Mues and Virginia Mues. A motion to accept the
minutes was made by Jon Smith and seconded by Zach Mues. Jon Smith, treasurer, reported
that we started with a balance of 1634.63. Club expenses included the annual $75.00 to the
Astronomical League for club membership into that organization and $320.00 for club
insurance. Income received this month included $20.00 membership fee from Dottie
Graham and $150.00 from the Western Nebraska Star Gaze.  We ended with a balance of
1409.63.

No presentation was given this month. Bruce Mues will bein charge of the October
presentation.
Old Business
An update on the Western Nebraska Star Gaze was given. Eighteen people attended the
event with atotal aperture of 53.5 inches. We had one person venture out from Eastern
Nebraska and the rest were residents from Western Nebraska. Weather once again played a
part in the low numbers. Door Prizes during the Star Gaze were digtributed to Carson
Reuter: astronomy flashcards and glow in the dark stars, Johnny Escamilla: Starry Night Pro
6, Geradine Reuter: OPT 40mm Eyepiece, John Lammars. Meade DSI Cameraand Sky &
Telescopes Coffee Mugs to Bruce Mues, Zach Mues, Chris Olsen, Bill Reuter and Jon
Smith. Virginiawill see that thank you notes get sent to the donors.
New Business
Membership dues werereceived by Dottie Graham.
Dates were discussed for next years Western Nebraska Star Gaze. It was decided to
extend the event by one day so that those traveling had more timeto observe. Tentative
dates for next year, pending approval of facility, is May 29, 30, 31 and June 1. Bruce
Mues will check with the Camp Clarke Raiders about the use of the facility for this date.
Wewill betaking pre-regisrationsfor the Star Gaze next year as well asregistrations at
the event for an additional fee. It ishoped that pre-registrations will draw more people
in, give the organizers a better idea of how many to plan on for meals and help the
organizers better prepare for the event.
Medls for the sar gaze thisyear were provided a no cost. Chris Olsen cooked up a
great pot of ham and beans. The Hair Gallery in Bridgeport donated the donuts and Jon
Smith’s family donated the dinner on Saturday night. Next year there will be an addi-
tional fee for mealsto help cover the cost. The organizers are considering finding
someone to cater the meals for next year.
Advertising will once again be a priority for the Star Gaze. Virginiawill continue to
advertise through the mediaand area clubs. She will also see that the astronomy
magazines are sent information about the event, along with the astronomical league and
both the Scottsbluff/Gering Chamber and Bridgeport Chamber.
Several upcoming events and outreach opportunities were discussed. We are going to
need club member participation to do these events. If anyoneisinterested in helping
please contact Bruce Mues. Details areincluded in this news|etter.
Astronomical events of interest include the Moon, Venus, Regulus and Saturn in the
morning sky on October 7th and 8th. Pre-dawn mornings provide a series of
conjunctions between Venus, Regulus and Saturn. Thethree will form a close group
with the Cresent Moon on October 7th and 8th. Venus passes Regulus on the 8th and
Saturn on the 14th.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.




OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

Westmoor School

First Graders
October 2nd
Startsat 7:00 pm
Club membersneed to arrive at 6:30 pm to set up
Scottsbluff Soccer Field
North side by Concessions Building

We are needing several volunteersto assist with this
event. There could be over 70 first graders present.

If you are able to help please contact Bruce Mues at
641-5874. We will be doing the toilet paper solar
system, a constellation tour and have scopes available
for studentsto look through.

Western Nebraska Home Educator s Networ k

Astronomy Class Observation Nights
October 3 & 17
Startsat 7:00 pm
Club members need to arrive at 6:30 pmto set up
Wildcat Hills Campground

There are nine teenage homeschoolers participating
in atwo semester long astronomy class offered
through their homeschool cooperative. Observation
nights have been scheduled to help the students learn
the constellations in the night sky as well as observe
objects they are studying in class. PAC members are
welcome to attend these sessions. Volunteers with a
knowledge of the night sky or scopes are also needed.
If you are able to help please contact Virginia Mues
at 641-1201.

October 3rd - Basic Astronomy information including
an introduction to the night sky, constellation tour,
and information on how to use a star wheel.

October 17 - Stars and Galaxies.

Western Nebraska Home Educator s Networ k

Astronomy Class Observation Nights
October 31
Startsat 5:00 pm
Club members need to arrive at 4:30 pmto set up
Gering Baptist Church

The time and place has changed for this observation
night as we will be doing some solar observing this
afternoon. We will be looking for sun spots and solar
flares. Club members are welcome to attend.

Panhandle Astronomy Club
PUBLIC STAR PARTY
Orionid Meteor Shower
October 20th
Startsat 7:00 pm
Club membersneed to arrive at 6:30 pm to set up
Place: TBA

The orionid meteor shower peaks on the morning of
the 21st. Asa9-day-old moon sets around 1:15 am
EDT, the shower’s radiant point (easily located
between Betelgeuse and Mars) will be less than
halfway up the eastern sky. Meteor enthusiasts
watching under aclear, dark sky will see Orionid
meteors streaming from the direction of the two red
markers at arate of perhaps 15 per hour.

DID YOU KNOW? Public Star Parties are the clubs
way of introducing the general public to astronomy
and a great way to give something back to our
community for the support they give the club through
donations. It'salways alot of fun and alearning
experience for everyone involved. So pack up your
scopes for an evening of sharing our heavens with
those curious enough to ask.

ATTENTION CLUB MEMBERS

Club Observation Night
October 13
Wildcat Hills Campground
7:00 pm

Have questions about your scope, gill learning the
night sky, or working on an observing challenge?
Cometo the Club Observation Night and seek the
help you need from your fellow amateur astronomers.
Bring your binoculars, scopes, accessories, and lawn
chair. Remember to bring extra clothing to change
into asthe nights are cooling off rather rapidly. Red
flashlights are encouraged for this event. If you don’t
have one ask one of the club officers how you can
make your white light red.

NEW MEMBERS
W Dottie Graham of Gering






Astronomy Quiz

What are the names of the planets?

What is the name of America’s space program?
In 1510, this astronomer was the first to claim
that the earth revolved around the sun, who was
he?

4. How many earths would fit inside the sun?

5. How long isaday on Mercury?

6. How long isayear on Mercury?

7. Where isthe asteroid belt located?

8. What isthe Great Red Spot on Jupiter?

0.

1

wpn P

Name Jupiter’s four largest moons?
0. Why are the moon’s in question #9 called

Galilean moons?

11. What is Saturn made of ?

12. Who discovered Uranus?

13. What is the name of the North Star?

14. What is a supernova?

15. What is the shape of the Milky Way Galaxy?

16. What was the name of the first artificial satellite?
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; CLUB OFFICERS
s President: Bruce Mues 641-5874 S
" bmues@charter.net --
Y Vice President: Chris Olsen 436-5797 -
w colsen _65@hotmail.com ¢
w Treasurer: Jon Smith 635- 0969 w
Windwalker1l@earthlink.net *
i Secretary: Virginia Mues 641- 1201
& astromues@yahoo.com .
" Newsletter Editor: Virginia Mues 641-1201 ﬁ
Y astromues@yahoo.com +-
W Webmaster: Bruce Mues 641-5874 7«
W bmues@charter.net =
Night Sky Coordinator: Roger Leafgreen :
637-0067
X rleafgreenj@charter.net 2
% AL Cor: Bruce Mues 641-5874 -
°F bmues@char ter.net <+

BENEFITSOF MEMBERSHIP
Members receive the SCOPE, our monthly
newsletter.

Participation in monthly club observation nights
and annual star parties.

Each member is automatically a member of the
Astronomical League, the only nation-wide
organization for amateur astronomers.

Free subscription to the Astronomical League’s
quarterly publication “The Reflector”.

10% discount on astronomy books when
purchased through the Astronomical League.
Participation in both regional and national
conventions through the Astronomical League.
Membership in the Night Sky Network.

* 1k * ok * ok * ok * ok * ok * ¥
*)H( X 90 9 2 9 O 9
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
Individual $20.00
Student $15.00
Family $30.00

Send your check to:

Panhandle Astronomy Club
c/o Jon Smith, Treasurer
PO Box 987
Scottsbluff, Nebraska 69361




October

2007

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
WNHEN Outreach Outreach
Astronomy Class Westmoor School Homeschoolers
10 am 1st grade Class Observation
Night
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
WNHEN Club Mesting PAC
Astronomy Class 7:00 pm Observation Night
10 am Gering Public Wildcat Hills
Library
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
VWNHEN Outreach PAC
Astronomy Class Homeschoolers Public Star Party
10 am Class Observation
Night
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
WNHEN
Astronomy Class
10 am
28 29 30 31
WNHEN Outreach
Astronomy Class Homeschoolers
10 am Class Observation
Night
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PANHANDLE ASTRONOMY CLUB
The Panhandle Astronomy Club was founded in the Fall of 2005. Anyone with an interest in astronomy is
welcome. Members are not required to own any equipment or have prior knowledge of astronomy. For
more information on the Panhandle Astronomy Club log on to any of the following:

PAC Email: info@panhandleastronomyclub.com
PAC Website: www.panhandleastronomyclub.com
PAC Discussion Forum: groups.yahoo.convgroup/PanhandleAstronomyClub

The Scope
VirginiaMues, Newdletter Editor

The Scope isan official monthly publication of the Panhandle Astronomy Club.
Submissions to The Scope are due by the Fourth Tuesday of the month. Guest columns are welcome.

Subscriptions for The Scope are $20.00 per year for Individual Membership, $15.00 per year for Student Membership (under
age 18) and $30.00 per year for Family Membership. The Scopeis printed year round, January 1 through December 31.

Contact the Panhandle Astronomy Club ¢/o Virginia Mues, Newdl etter Editor at P.O. Box 987, Scottsbluff, Nebraska 69363-
0987; 308-641-1201.

The views and opinions expressed in The Scope do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of any of the members of
the Panhandle Astronomy Club. All mistakes areincluded for your entertainment!

The information printed and distributed by the Panhandle Astronomy Club is not intended aslegal advice and should not take
the place of legal counsel from a qualified, informed attorney.




