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MEET & GREET Telescope Clinic
to be held May 2nd, 2008
May 13 7:00 pm
7:00 pm Jon Smith’'s House

Gering Runza This is an opportunity for club members to bring their telescopes in

We will be discussing the | for advice on how to use or repair them.
upcoming Western Nebraskg o _ _
Star Gaze and finalizing all| Contact Jon at 308-635-0969 for directions or more information on

the plans for this event. | this event.

We are in need of volunteerg

to assist with this event. If ygu .. CLUB TELESCOPE RAFFLE
are interested in helping o A48  The club is raffling off a Meade ETX-125PE 5" go-to
during the event or have ideas 4 'élf"' Astro-Tube Premier Edition Maksutov—with UHTC ofgtic
plan on attending this -«' A tripod, AutoStar Computer, and AutoStar SoftwaréeSu
meeting. 2 4 The tickets are $1.00 each. Available from any dfficer.
e < The drawing will be held on June 1, 2008, 11:00zarthe
MAY PRESENTATION Western Nebraska Star Gaze lll; Camp Clarke Raiders
None o ] Range in Bridgeport, Nebraska. Need not be presenin.

ASTRONOMY DAY ADMIT ONE
'\1"33{01g NATIONAL ASTRONOMY DAY
Monument Mall STAR PARTY

One day each spring, astronomy Weather Permitting A valid state
clubs, planetariums and other May 10th, 2008 park entry
groups band together to show the 7:00 pm permitis
public how much fun astronomy Lake Minatare required on all
can be. The Panhandle Astronomy Lighthouse vehicles
Club will be celebrating Astronomy  FEATURING: entering any
Day through astronomy displays, An optical journey Nebraska State

telescopes set up to look at distant
astronomical postcards taped to a
far-off wall, and activities from the
Night Sky Network Toolkits. Club

via telescopes to: Park.
The moon, planets,

galaxies, clusters

volunteers are need for this event. and nebula
We will also hold a star party that Sponsored by the
evening at Lake Minatare. Panhandle Astronomy Club

WESTERN NEBRASKA STAR GAZE llI
May 29 - June 1
Bridgeport, Nebraska
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d Peniieicle AsropemyClib Western
R metcuriiforon s ClE Nebraska
’ oRIe Star Gaze
III
May 29 - June 1
Bridgeport,
Nebraska

r

range of activities scheduled during the day along with three full nights of observing. Pre-registration
is not required but is encouraged. If you are planning to attend and haven't sent in your form please
do so today. Volunteers are needed to assist with the events during the day. If you'd like to help with
one of the events during the day please let one of the board members know.

Nebraska Star Party Weekend Under the Stars
July 27 - August 1, 2008 July 31 - August 2
Merritt Reservoir Foxpar k, Wom ng

near Val enti ne, Nebraska
http:// hone. bresnan.

http://www.nebraskastarparty.org/ net/~curranm wuts. htm
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CLUB OFFICERS
President
Bruce Mues
641-5874
bmues@charter.net
Vice President

Mid-States Region of the Astronomical League
CONVENTION

As a valued member of the Mid-States Region of the Astronomical
League, your participation and input into the 2008 Convention is
sincerely and urgently sought. This year the convention is hosted by

the Astronomical Society of Eastern Missouri on June 20-21, 2008 at Chris Olsen
the St. Charles Community College in Cottleville, Missouri (western St. 436-5797 )
Louis suburbs). For full details of the convention see their website at colsen_65@hotmail.com
www.ASEMonline.org Treasur(_er

Jon Smith
To encourage attendance, they have kept costs to a minimum. But as a _ 635-0969
further inducement they are offering each club two “scholarships” windwalkerll@earthlink.net
wherein students may attend for ZERO registration fee. All that is V_S(-;c_retary
required is an officer from the club certify such status on the Irg:lqli;\glies

registration form. You may download registration forms from the
website.
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astromues@yahoo.com
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Night Sky Network Teleconference
"Extreme Universe"
with Dr. Lynn Cominsky
May 7, 2008
6:00 pm Pacific Time (9:00 Eastern)

Dr. Lynn Cominsky will speak to the Night Sky Nettkabout NASA's GLAST Mission and her ongoing
research also with the Swift Gamma-ray Burst Exgl@nd the X-ray Multi-Mirror Newton missions. Tlees
missions are featured in Night Sky Network's newlKd - SUPERNOVA! This is a perfect opportunity to
hear about the science behind the activities fedtthiere and ask questions of one of NASA's top aiergy
scientists.

Dr. Cominsky is the Chair of the Physics and Astrog Department at Sonoma State University (SSU),
where she has been on the faculty for over tweesysy She is an author on over 60 research papers i
refereed journals, and the Principal Investigaton@ny grants to SSU. Recently, she has servdteas t
scientific director for the PBS NOVA television gram "Monster of the Milky Way" and accompanying
planetarium show "Black Holes: The Other Side dihity."

Get ready for the launch of GLAST and the new Tatoltl¢ joining us for this exciting telecon!
A PowerPoint to download or view online will be dable by May 2nd. Check out the Night Sky
Network Online. How to listen with to the Telecerégnce "Extreme Universe":
On Wednesday, May 7th 6:00 pm Pacific Time (9:005amstern), call the toll-free conference call line
1-800-779-8164nytime after 5:45 pm. An operator will answer and
e You will be asked for the passcode: NIGHT SKY NETRIO
- You might be asked for the call leader: MICHAERBENE
- You will be asked to give your NAME and the CLYBu belong to, and number of people listening with
you.

If you have any problems accessing the teleconéeren any questions, please email us:
nightskyinfo @astrosociety.org

== : =

NIGHT SKY NETWORK TOOLKIT

The Panhandle Astronomy Club has earned another NASA NSN Toolkit “Telescopes: Eyes on the Universe”.
Toolkits are sent to clubs who actively offer outreach activities and events to members of the community
using the toolkits and log them online.

Telescopes are one of the most important instruments used to reveal the secrets of the universe. From the
first reports by Galileo of the phases of Venus through the discovery of the distances to other galaxies to the
evidence for planets orbiting other stars, our view of the universe and our place in it has been continually
altered in our quest for understanding the phenomena observed in the night sky through our telescopes.

Amateur astronomers provide the public with the often life-altering experience of directly observing the detail
of Saturn’s rings, the swirling clouds surrounding star nurseries, the nebula expelled from dying stars, and the
light, traveling for eons, arriving from a distant galaxy.

As our visitors observe these wonders, they also ask many questions about what they see, or what they don’t
see! Why does the image of the Moon look upside-down? Why doesn’t it look like the photos? What power
is your telescope? Can you see the flag on the Moon? Where are you looking? Why isn't it in color?

NASA uses not only optical telescopes, but also telescopes sensitive to outer wavelengths of light. What do
these other kids of light, or energy, tell us? Using colors we can see to represent energy our eyes cannot
see, NASA scientists communicate through images what the other wavelengths of light from the universe tell
us. What would the universe look like if our eyes could perceive infrared light? Or radio light? NASA uses
telescopes that can perceive these kinds of light to reveal what our eyes cannot see.

This toolkit includes materials and activities to prepare our visitors for their observing experience and
enhance their understanding at the eyepiece.
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Panhandle Astronomy Club
Minutes of Meeting
Meeting: The April Meeting was held on April 8, 2008 at fBering Public Library. The meeting was calledaaler

at 7:15 pm by president, Bruce Mues. Members ptesere Johnny Escamilla, Jon Smith, Bruce Muesa/Ada Mues,
Virginia Mues, Tyler Mues, Chris Olsen, and Donffeis

Minutes: A motion to accept the April minutes was made byiB®Isen and seconded by Amanda Mues.

Treasurer's Report: The financial report was given by Jon Smith. Isweported that we have a balance of 1540.57
+ 20 on hand and ticket sale money that was turnatithe meeting. The motion to accept the mgrfihtincial report
was made by Amanda Mues and seconded by VirginiasMu

Presentation: Bruce Mues gave a presentation on the Messier kiamatDisplays made by the Western Nebraska
Home Educator Network Astronomy Classes were sdt thge room.

Outreach: The Scottsbluff National Monument Outreach willi®d on Tuesday August 5th. Astronomy Day is
scheduled for May 10 from 10 to 2 at Monument Madblunteers are needed to assist with this ev&here is a craft
show in the mall that weekend so we may get a crowd

New Members:Please join us in welcoming Donald Fischer fromt&tduff to the Panhandle Astronomy Club

Observing:
Club Observation Night§he Club Observation Night scheduled for April #ths canceled due to lack of host. The

next club observation night is scheduled for Magt ahJon Smith’s home, 7:00 pm. This will be @debpe clinic for
those just learning to use their telescopes.

Public Star PartiesThe April 11th Messier Marathon hosted by Bruce ¥irdinia Mues was cancelled due to the
weather. The next Public Star Party will be heldenjunction with Astronomy Day. It will be helday 10th, 7:00 pm
at Lake Minatare. Bruce and Virginia will hostdl@vent.

Western Nebraska Star Gaze ITThere were a few updates given on the Star Glest months meet and
greet will primarily deal with last minute prepacats for this event. Volunteers are needed tehgsih this
event, anyone interested should plan on attentimgnieeting or contact Bruce Mues.

Old Business: Telescope raffle is underway.

New Business:Jon shared his picture of M42 and running man. Mamassisted Don Fischer with information on
his telescope.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm through aomatiade by Bruce and seconded by Chris.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
The Panhandle Astronomy Club o Members receive the SCOPE, our monthly
is @ member of the following organizations: newsletter.
- mes ¢ Participation in monthly club observation nightsian
Night Sky Network : g R0 annual star parties.
sl o : EESS . Each member is automatically a member of the
Astronomical League, the only nation-wide
organization for amateur astronomers.
e Free subscription to the Astronomical League’s
quarterly publication “The Reflector”.
e 10% discount on astronomy books when purchased
through the Astronomical League.
« Participation in both regional and national conicerg
through the Astronomical League.
e Membership in the Night Sky Network.

AsTronomica




May 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
Telescope Clinic
7:00 pm
Jon’s House
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Night Sky Network Astronomy Day
Teleconference Monument Mall 10-2
Lake Minatare
Lighthouse 7:00
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Meet & Greet
7:00 pm
Gering Runza
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
June Newsletter Western Nebraska | Western Nebraska | Western Nebraska
Deadline Star Gaze lll Star Gaze Il Star Gaze Il

Bridgeport, Nebraske

Bridgeport, Nebraskg

Bridgeport, Nebraska
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PANHANDLE ASTRONOMY CLUB
The Panhandle Astronomy Club was founded in thedf&005. Anyone with an interest in astronomy is
welcome. Members are not required to own any eneig or have prior knowledge of astronomy. For
more information on the Panhandle Astronomy Clupda to any of the following:

PAC Email: info@panhandleastronomyclub.com
PAC Website: www.panhandleastronomyclub.com
PAC Photo’s;_panhandleastronomyclub.myphotoalbum/atibbums.php
PAC Yahoo Group: tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/PatibastronomyClub
2008 Western Nebraska Star Gaze: tech.groups.yafgroup/Western_Nebraska Star _Gaze/

The Scope
Virginia Mues, Newsletter Editor

The Scopés an official monthly publication of the Panhandigtronomy Club.
Submissions t@he Scopare due by the Fourth Tuesday of the month. Gagtsimns are welcome.

Subscriptions foiThe Scopare $20.00 per year for Individual Membership,.8@%er year for Student Membership and
$30.00 per year for Family Membershiphe Scopés printed year round, January 1 through December 3

Contact the Panhandle Astronomy Club c/o Virginiagsl Newsletter Editor at P.O. Box 987, ScottsphN#braska 69363-
0987; 308-641-1201.

The views and opinions expressed e Scopélo not necessarily represent the views or opinddrasy of the members of
the Panhandle Astronomy Club. All mistakes ard&uidhed for your entertainment!

The information printed and distributed by the Rardie Astronomy Club is not intended as legal aglaicd should not take
the place of legal counsel from a qualified, infedrattorney.




